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Most Business Schools Report Increase in Applications This Year

By ELIZABETH QUILL
For the second straight year, applications for admission to graduate business programs increased in 2007 at a majority of universities offering them, according to a new report by the Graduate Management Admission Council. 

The surge, which reflected growing interest in M.B.A.'s and other graduate-level degrees in management, followed a drop from 2003 to 2005. 

David A. Wilson, the council's president and chief executive, attributed the increase to business decisions by the would-be business students. In an interview on Friday, he said the prospective students conducted a cost-benefit analysis before they applied. Business students make decisions that make economic sense, he added. 

"The economy is strong, and employment is strong," Mr. Wilson said. "For young people, it is a pretty exciting time to go back and get an M.B.A." 

Two-thirds of full-time business-education programs reported increases in applications, while 69 percent of part-time programs and 63 percent of executive programs -- those designed for professionals with eight or more years of experience -- reported increases. 

In past years, only M.B.A. programs have been included in the council's report, but this year it broadened its survey because of the growth in the variety of programs offered in graduate management education. In the first half of 2007, 641 new programs were introduced worldwide. 

The only category in which a majority of universities did not report an increase was Ph.D. programs. Mr. Wilson said that pattern could also be ascribed to a business decision by students. Because a Ph.D. takes much longer to complete, he said, it is a greater risk. 

The report also says that efforts to attract female applicants are paying off. About 57 percent of full-time and part-time programs reported increases in applications from women. Programs that actively recruited women received an average of three times as many female applicants as those that did not have special outreach programs 

The data in the "2007 Application Trends Survey Report" include responses from 445 programs at 252 institutions worldwide. The Graduate Management Admission Council is an association of business schools and owns the Graduate Management Admission Test. 

